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5 As regards the part played by th.e Legislative Council, there was,
in 1921 a lengthy debate on a resolution for the better treatment of political
prisoners. This was moved more for the purpose of criticizing the attitude
of Government to political agitation than the jail administration. The resolu-
tion for the combination of the post of Inspector-General of Prisons with
that of another head of department, to which reference has already been
made, again implied no criticism of the department and was inspired by a
desire for retrenchment. The only other occasion on which the depart-
ment has been criticized in Council was during the debate in March of this
year when a member took the department to task for not attempting to
educate prisoners above the age of 30 and for subjecting them to the risk of
snake-bite by providing for their slumbers beds only 12 inches high. The
budget of the department was once cut to the extent of Rs. 15,000 in 19?2
as an indication of the general necessity for retrenchment rather than
because any particular expenditure of the department was regarded as
excessive.

6.    Recently two Acts have been passed by the Council, a Children
Act and a Borstal Act.    A Probation of Offenders Bill has reached select
committee, but has since then been held up under instructions from the
Government of India in view of the possibility of all-India legislation.    The
Council was in full sympathy with the objects sought to be achieved by all
these measures.

7.    The standing committee for the department is the same as that for
the Judicial Department.    The majority of the improvements recommended
by the Jails Committee have been carried out without reference to it.    A
statement is attached (Statement II) showing the main recommendations of
the Jails "Committee and the action taken thereon with a note showing which
of them went before the standing committee.    Until recently the committee
has not aroused great interest amongst the non-official members and,  in
consequence, proposals   have   occasionally   come   up   before   an   official
majority.

8.    One other matter in the   administration of the   department   is of
interest, and that is, the strain caused by the admission of political prisoners
into jails. ^  In 1921, the number of such prisoners was not large, but it in-
cluded prisoners from other parts of India and the wave of non-co-operation
which spread over the whole province caused some anxiety.    In 1.923, the
Nagpur Flag agitation brought approximately 1,600 additional prisoners into
the provincial jails.    The department incurred additional  expenditure of
Rs. 87,000, of which Rs. 30,000 was spent on extra buildings and a consider-
able proportion of the remainder on extra staff.    The expansion of accom-
modation and of staff was naturally not unattended with risk.   The provin-
cial jails provide little accommodation in excess of normal requirements, and
a large Addition to the number of prisoners   from  communal  or   political
causes is, from every point of view, a heavy tax on jail administration.    On
this occasion the problem was most acute in  the Central  Jail  at Nafipur*
which was the seat of the agitation, and discipline suffered to some extent
at the time.   Since then political imprisonment has been negligible and the
department has fully recovered its morale